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Mr Rex Wong and
his research teammates

Early Signs of Dyslexia

Most pre-school children enjoy singing, but Kit seems to be an exception.
It has come to the notice of his teacher that while other classmates sing
the song fluently, Kit always forgets the lyrics and misses the beat. He has
weaker concentration than his peers, and fails to recall names of objects.
All these signs suggest that Kit may have the problems of dyslexia.

A study revealed that about one in ten local primary school students
encounter dyslexia. As the standardised assessment tools currently
available are only applicable to students aged 6 or above, students are
denied to related assessments until their admission to primary schoals. In
the meantime, many findings show that pre-school stages mark the best
time to help potential dyslexic students. If they are given access to
systematic and clearly defined language education, the proportion of
dyslexic students will be reduced.

Rationales behind the Language Learning Package
for Pre-primary Children

In 2006, Heep Hong Society was invited to
establish a multi-disciplinary “Research Team
for Pre-primary Language Learning Package”
by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust
to develop a language learning package
applicable to ordinary pre-school children and
helpful for potential dyslexic pre-school
children. With the support of Education Bureau
and Professor Connie Ho, Dept of Psychology
at the University of Hong Kong, the three years
of research finally bore fruit — Language
Learning Package for Pre-primary
Children was published in February. Mr Rex Wong, Heep Hong's
Educational Psychologist, said, “The Package integrates elements of
pre-school children learning language, such as book concepts,
morphology, orthographic knowledge of Chinese characters, to enhance
preschool children’s fundamental skills in reading, writing, listening
and speaking.”
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Pilot Teaching Scheme and Features of the Package

The Package collects language learning activities tried and tested in four
kindergartens and nursery schools by 200 pre-school children in total. It
revealed that participating
children, in particular those with
weaker language abilities, have

impressive  improvements  in
language skills, such as the
abilites to recognise Chinese

characters and word structures,

To make the learning objectives
more achievable for pre-school
children, Rex pointed out that
most of the learning activities incorporated in the Package were carried out
through multi-sensory means. For example, enhancing pre-school children’s
knowledge and writing of radicals of Chinese characters with the aid of
images and colorful visual teaching resources; helping students learn the
correct sequence of writing radicals of Chinese characters through various
sensory experience; and deepening students’ understanding of word
structure via figurative motor movements.
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Engaging children in the stroke-sequence routine

Initiatives in the Pipeline

To share its findings with professionals in the field, a seminar was held on
9 February and attended by some 350 principals, teachers and peer
practitioners of pre-school education institutions. Rex remarked, “Starting
from March, the Research Team will visit a dozen of selected kindergartens
to assist teachers in using the Package; seminars will also be organised
for teachers in mid-year to expound on the application of the Package.”

Heep Hong Society believed that the Package would be a valuable
language teaching tool for pre-school education institutions, enabling
teachers to care for students with different language abilities, especially
those with early signs of dyslexia, For details, please visit our website at
http://spld.heephong.org.
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Klndergartens Feedback on the Package
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“Through the learning activities in the Package, students

have learnt how to dismantle the structure of words, and
their interest in learning language has been greatly
enhanced,” said Ms Leung Hang Yee, Head of Yuen Long

Sam Yuk Kindergarten.
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“After practising the learning activities covered in the
Package, students had exhibited greater interest and
taken more active steps in learning, e.g. they read out new
words on their own initiative, and became less likely to
avoid reading in the face of challenges,” commented Ms
Lai Fung Ha, Principal of Yan Chai Hospital Wing Lung
Kindergarten/Child Care Centre.

“The Package has thrown light on my language teaching at
the pre-school stage. It has not only enriched my linguistic
knowledge, but also inspired me with new teaching ideas,”
remarked by Ms Chu Ka Lai, Teacher of Healthy Kids = gumn
LR T TN
Nursery School. —
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Language Learning Package for Pre-primary Children
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QOur 46th Annual General Meeting cum Annual Dinner was held on 4 December 2009 and attended by nearly 600 people. The
~ Executive Committee Membership List for year 2009-10 was

IEM% gfﬁﬁ_&u ‘JP- o DrHenryAu Vy.e-l;ng,. JP o endorsed at the Meeting. Dr Henry Au Yeung was subsequently

|_Chairman " reelected as the Chairman.
| BIERE HREEE Dr Rose Mak
| ViceChairmen &% E  MrRobertFoo
;%E%Treasurer %ﬂ%ﬁi Ms Shirley Ng -
; EEExt Ms Bronwyn Dredge
SEileEt Dr Philip Fung
; 21Fmat Ms Judy Lau -
| &5 5SE##2, BBS, JP  Professor Daniel Shek, BBS, JP'
| Members BERGE Mr Albert Shu
f EXiESGE Mr Alfred Sit
FRiESE Mr Peter Wan
BHRFLE Mr Ronald Wong
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We have revamped the corporate website so that it is easier to search for related services and
information. Online function on course registration and publication purchase will also be launched.
Besides, the functionality of the Child Rehab Portal was enriched and more in-depth and
comprehensive information could be provided. Our new website in support of South Asian families with children with special needs will also
be launched. You are welcome to visit our websites at www.heephong.org !
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To strengthen the social adaptation ability of autistic children, and equip parents with
skills in helping their children, Heep Hong Society's six centres in the northwest New
Territories were sponsored by Providence Foundation to launch the Social Adaptation
Program from June to December 2009. Over 1,380 children and parents benefitted from
various activities organised under the said Program.
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Inauguration Ceremony of the 5" Committee of Heep Hong Parents' Association
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The 5% Committee Inauguration Ceremony of Heep Hong's 3000-strong Parents’
Association was held successfully on 7 January 2010. The Ceremony was officiated
by Mrs Cecilia Yuen, Assistant Director of the Social Welfare Department, and
witnessed by Mr Godwin Lai, Principle Inspector of the Education Bureau and
representatives from other parents’ associations.
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Andy and his family: Cass, Eunice, Tsun-hei and Mrs Lau

At first sight, it was hard to believe that Andy Lau, an energetic and
talkative guy who looks like a fresh graduate, is a father of three, an owner
of a firm, and the Chairman of Heep Hong Parents’ Association.

Enjoying Family Life

His eldest son, Tsun-hei, was not able to sit and crawl on the floor when he
was 9 months old. He was diagnosed with global developmental delay.
People might think that Chun-hei is in a pitiable state, yet Andy held a
different view, “My son is four years old and is still held in an embrace. Isn’t
it a blessing though?” Andy's younger daughter, Cass, is unwilling to talk,
and also under training at Heep Hong with her brother. The youngest
daughter, Eunice, is mischievous and lovely. Taking care of three children
at the same time is exhausting, yet Andy takes great delight in it.

Today’s Performances Imply Tomorrow’s Accomplishments?

For more than a year, Andy has been driving his son to Heep Hong almost
every morning. Now, Tsurshei is
able to walk with one hand
holding his dad’'s and has shown
an improvement in selfcare as
well as social skills. Like his
name “Tsun-hei” implies, there is
always hope when the sun
comes up, regardless of the
challenges ahead. Andy
emphasised that no one can tell
a child’s future accomplishment
by looking at his current
performance. He believes that
guidance, love and acceptance
will help the child to make strides at his own pace.

The Lau family has been actively taking part in Heep Hong's activities. In
their eyes, Heep Hong not only specialises in training children, but also
attends to the needs of parents constantly. In particular, staff members
always communicate closely with parents in the planning of children’s
training programme.

“It's So Meaningful, Why Not Do It?”

Once on the International Day of Disabled Persons, Andy visited Ocean
Park with a group of disabled people of all ages. It crossed his mind that by
the time parents get old, or pass away, children with special needs might
not be able to live on their own. Since then, Andy has been occupied with
the thoughts of how to secure the future of these children through better
social welfare and education.

Being tied up with his family and business, this prudent young man
hesitated to contest the chairmanship of the Association until his better half
said jokingly, “As you haven't done anything meaningful so far, why not do
it?” With backing from his wife, Andy then declared his candidacy for
chairman.
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Creating a Better Future with the Community

The more in-depth exchanges Andy has with other
parents, the more he felt their pressure and hardship.
Andy realised that the first task for parents is to learn
to accept the child's condition. Pushing too hard could
cause a backlash - putting the child and one's spouse
under unbearable stress. At this juncture, he held
back his smile and remarked, “Parent education is no
less important than the special education given to the
child.”

To strengthen cohesiveness within the Association
and make a positive impact on members, Andy
pledged to have face-to-face interaction with his
members. To him, some 3,000 members of the

BAR - BODFREEE3I0002EES  BHWILEAGN  Association imply thousands of children with special needs and their
& AndylBETARREIRD  RAEEERBERSEH  families are in dire need of help. Having said that, the enthusiasm of his
RERFALCTERHERID » RGIBIE - YP9R001 - S43E  fellow committee members, who are all volunteers, gives him great

RMBEOR - MEDXAE ' BBENRRDOMEA R  encouragement.

3 N SHIrETFEE o . .
BOSDREHZEN MBI FE He sincerely hopes that through the concerted effort of all parties,
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$IELEMN - BIE - ENAISE S8 585 fo/gads  cared forin the community, thus ensuring a brighter future for them.
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Trained the Trainers in Mainland China
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“Train the Trainer Programme of Autism: Theory and Practice” was successfully
held by Heep Hong Saociety, Children’s Hospital of Fudan University and Shanghai
Qingcongguan Training Centre in Shanghai in late November 2009. Seven

experienced teachers and therapists of Heep Hong provided the training, which drew mare than 150 participants.
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Hong Kong Preschool Fine Motor Developmental Assessment Workshop in Macau
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Heep Hong's occupational therapists, Ms Cynthia Lai and Mr Johnny Lam, were invited by
the Macau Occupational Therapists Association to hold a workshop on the Hong Kong
Preschool Fine Motor Developmental Assessment (HK-PFMDA) on 23 January to
strengthen the knowledge of occupational therapists in the field in assessment
procedures, methods, scoring criteria, recording, calculating assessment scores,
and interpretation of the assessment results.
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With the sponsorship of the Partnership Fund for the Disadvantaged, our occupational therapy team
published The Parent Guide to Enhancing Children’s Self-care Abilities and conducted a seminar for over
100 parents and pre-school teachers in an effort to deepen their understanding of self-care skills
development of children, and provide practical tips on tackling common self-care problems found in children.
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District-based Support Model Seminar & Service Expansion
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To introduce the newly released READ & WRITE: Supporting Dyslexic
Students — Parent Education CD-ROM and share our findings of the
district-based support model under “the "READ & WRITE: A Jockey Club
Learning Support Network", two seminars were held in November 2009 &
January 2010, which altogether drew approximately 700 parents and
fellow professionals from around 340 units. Based on our experience in providing support services for students with dyslexia in
Sham Shui Po, we have also extended our services to Tin Shui Wai and Tung Chung districts.

{¥ EEMpERBLESREE

'cx\e‘s Atacama Crossing 2010

"

=HERBEXURE (BB) BRAINIT
HiRH ERAEBRSEIARESMESAERELE
 FIZHRIE - MTERER L00SeES - DMERFREBAESRIF 25
EMPoBYASIRAEOBHDOMIT TEI KL, - ARSIRHEYE
BERBERSEE - FRIEALERIG (www.heephong.org) » BUTEISZ IR
yivie =

Mr Kenneth J. Reid, the Chief Executive Officer of MSIG Insurance (Hong Kong) Limited, will take up
the challenge of the Atacama Crossing in Chile to raise funds for our children with special needs. The
racing event will be a highly challenging one, testing the participants’ endurance. Your donation in support of Mr Reid’s race will be designated
to the setting up of an Adventure Land at our Jessie and Thomas Tam Centre in Tai Po, providing children with Physiotherapy training and
Sensory Integrative therapy. Visit our website (www.heephong.org) and give your support to Mr Reid now!
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Festive Celebrations
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Thanks to a number of enthusiastic institutions and donors, our children could have enjoyable
festivals at the end of last year. Special thanks go to Hang Seng Bank, Hong Kong Police Force,
Gift for Kids Foundation, Partnership Fund for the Disadvantaged, Gap International Sourcing
(Holdings) Ltd, other institutions, donors and helpers.
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Island Shangri-La Hong Kong Becomes a Corporate Partner of Heep Hong
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The Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony held on 30 November 2009 signified the long
term partnership of Heep Hong Society and Island Shangri-La Hong Kong and a
donation of HK$400,000 was made to the Society. Mrs Selina Tsang, Patron of Heep
Hong Society and Dr Henry Au Yeung, Chairman of the Society’'s Executive
Committee, received the cheque from Mr Darren Gearing, Area Manager & General Manager of the Hotel. The funds were raised from
a charity auction of an exclusive collection case of wines at the PFV Gala Dinner held by the Hotel earlier.
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The 19t Great Chefs of Hong Kong
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Heep Hong's annual major fund raising event, the 19" Great Chefs of Hong Kong, will be held on
11 May 2010 (Tuesday) at Grand Hyatt Hong Kong. Entry tickets will be available for sale in early
April. Meanwhile, its associated Grand Raffle 2010 will be held between late March and May. Raffle ticket is priced at HKS20 each and all
proceeds will go to our Parents Resource Centres. We sincerely call for your generous support again this year.
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Flag Day 2009/10 Completed Successfully
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Heep Hong Society’s Flag Day held on the Hong Kong Island on
21 November 2009 met with encouraging responses. More than
2,600 volunteers and parents participated in the activity and
about HKS1 milion was raised. The Society would like to express its deepest gratitude to corporate volunteers including Chinese Estates
Holdings Limited and Island Shangril.a Hong Kong, school volunteers, parents and other members of the Society for their great contributions
and the public for their generous donations.
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natures purest Launched a Cookies Charity Sale to Support Heep Hong
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natures purest, the specialty store of organic baby products, launched a Cookies Charity Sale earlier during
Christmas with all proceeds donated to the Society. Heep Hong children expressed their gratitude and
blessings by drawing Christmas cards for the charity cookies gift packs.
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Children are gems to their parents. You can be a gem to children in need.
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“Children are gifts from God. They are
our pride and joy,” said Mr and Mrs
Yip, Heep Hong parents.
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Nothing can be a better gift to parents than seeing their children growing up healthily and happily. However, when
children have learning and developmental problems — not being able to say a complete sentence, no eye contact
with others, not being able to stand up and walk probably at the age they can... you can imagine how parents
are overflowing with anxiety.

Heep Hong Society aims at helping children with different abilities reach full potential in a happy and healthy
environment, thereby contributing to a more inclusive society. We also strive to provide timely and comprehensive
support services to parents and helping them to cope with the challenges in raising their children.

Our professional and experienced team including special child care teachers, therapists, psychologists,
etc., work together to provide professional training and education to children with different special needs. Your
monetary donation will definitely be a contribution to the development of our children. Join our monthly donor
programme and your donations will be used for the betterment of the services. Let's join hand in bringing children in
need a gift for a brighter future!
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1 would like to be a monthly donor of Heep Hong Society !

{BEAEE MY DETAILS (BLLESIERIER Please wiite in BLOCK letiers)

(Sumame &) {First Name )
FOTMER ¢ i
Name in English : Mr / Ms / Miss
RN R HE B =] A ks
Name in Chinese : Birthday : DD, MM YY
FERE HERE
Mobile No : Home Tel :
EE Ffri%u{mm
Fax: ntre gr g
& BRIk ‘lﬂ
HKID No : Email :
@A
Corresp
Address :

W 3 A EHHIE/ X Monthly Donation

] HK$800 [ HK$500
[0 HK$ HAth Other
— R M B

O Hk$300 [IHK$200 [ HK$150

One-off Donation

[ HK$2,000 [J HK$1,000 [J HK$500 [ HK$ Efth Other

i§ ;X /7 = DONATION METHODS

B 8 = = , e or One-off Donation Only
Wit THEBEE ) Payable to “Heep Hung Society”

mE B & Credit Card

OVISA o &

BRISIRIT

Card Issuing Bank :

1B RS SRRE

Credit Card No :

S AR

Cardholder's Name :

By e

Card Expiry Date : A MM/ FEYY (FH6HE AN Vaid at least 3 months)

FHISA S

Cardhclder's Signature :

HME 5 8 IR Auopay

BEET L TEnWRREE, - RURFERARA TR wwwheephong.org
“Direct Debit Authorisation Form® will be sent to you or you could download the fom from our website www heephong.org

* BTERNH\I > Cash donation is not accepted.

* 15 P 4T B ShIRR B 1R ATV IER Y BN S THR L 20%E - SRR MBI ERMASTENS L -
Monthly transactions will normally be processed on or about 7th day and 29th day of the month for bank
autopay and credit card respectively. Monthly donations will be valid until futher notice.

* IRBUOR IR AR BB LUBIRROA SRR o
An annual receipt for monthly donation will be issued every April for tex return.

* ITEVEA TR RO B - BURRENZ A i BHRE o TR ST - RS EEA o
‘Your personal particulars will be treated in strict confidence and will be used for receipting, fund raising and
communication purposes only. Please notify us inwriting if you do not wish to receive future mailings from Heep
Hong Sodiety.

HART AR For Ofiice Use Only




